
Lawrence School PTO Meeting 
Tuesday, April 3, 2012 

7:00-8:30 pm 
 

Lawrence School Library 
 

AGENDA 
 
• Introductions   
 
• Upcoming Events and Reminders: 
 
• New Food and Nutrition Group Meeting: 4/4, 8am 
• Grades 5-8 Band Concert: 4/4  
• Early dismissals for K-8 on 4/4 and K-6 on 4/12 
• No school on Friday, 4/6 
• School Council Meeting: 4/10, 8am with public comment open from 

8:00-8:05am 
• Grade 1 Concert: 4/11, 8:30am 
• School-Wide Art Show: 4/11, 5-7pm 
• Grades 5-6 Play, Pinocchio: 4/12, 9am and 6pm 
• Grades 6-8 Report Cards: 4/13 
• April Vacation: 4/16 – 4/20 
• School Council Vacancies: 2 seats open. Nomination and candidate 

statements due Friday, 5/4 
• PTO Vacancies. Nominations should be sent to Jen Mahoney – 

jennymahoney@yahoo.com 
• Classroom placement forms due: Wednesday, April 11th 

 
 

• Update on Financials  
• Higher than projected income from online auction ($6300+), close to 

budgeted income from Phonathon and increase in income from 
School Directory Ads in combination with lower than projected 
expenses will lead to a lower than projected budget deficit of 
approx. $2000. 

• Second cycle of teacher grants are the only remaining major expense 
are on the budget. 
 
 
 

• Principal’s Report 
• Due to space needs, the Preschool will be moving, along with other 

Brookline Public School Preschools, to space at Temple Ohabei 
Shalom, 1187 Beacon Street.   

• Next year the ex-preschool room will hold the 4th Kindergarten 



classroom. The staff is still in process of hiring a new Kindergarten 
teacher for the 4th classroom. 

• The school population is projected to increase to 650 students and for at 
least the next 3 years, the additional room will be needed for 
classroom space. 

• Next year, we will have four sections in Kindergarten, 1st grade, and 3rd 
grade.   

• Kris Frye, currently KF teacher, will return to 1st grade, “looping up” with 
her class, as was planned last year.  Parents in KF have the option 
to have their children placed with a different teacher in 1st grade.  

• Marie Leman will move from second to third grade next year.   Because 
we did not plan this when we created the classes last year, we will 
follow our usual placement process and create the four 3rd grade 
classes from scratch.   Some students will “loop up” with Mrs. 
Leman, but parents in 2L have the option to have their children 
placed with Ms. Leman or another 3rd grade teacher.   

• Alison Closter, Gr. 7/8 English Teacher, who was hired for a one-year 
position covering a leave of absence will be reappointed and 
staying in her current position.   The teacher she was replacing, 
who was transferring to Lawrence from another school, has 
decided to remain on leave 

• Peggy Avakian, Grade 6/7 English teacher expects her baby at end of 
April and long-term sub, Allison Foster will fill in for her during her 
leave.  

• Pamela Charpentier remains out on family leave with a short-term 
substitute teacher in place. 

• Allie McCarthy - Special Education Aide K-3 ILP - will be replaced by 
Jess  Dubrow (who used to work in the program, but resigned to do 
her student teaching.  

• Rusty Browder, School Librarian, will be retiring at the end of the school 
year.  

• Due to increases in Title I funding, there will be an increase in literacy 
resources that will enable the staff to make faster progress with the 
Literacy Initiative.   

• Vice Principal, Monica Crowley, has completed the 1st day of staff 
training in the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program at the Lincoln 
School. She will hold a 2nd training in June for Lawrence and Pierce 
staff members.  

• Jin Suk has been appointed as the parent rep to the staff committee 
working on the Bullying Prevention Program at Lawrence.  

• The educational partnership between Lawrence and the Landmark 
School, a private school specializing in educating students with 
language-based differences, is finishing up this week though will 
continue to consult with Lawrence staff.  The partnership program 
will move on to work with the Driscoll School next year and then 
with all elementary schools in Brookline.  



 
• Next PTO Meeting:  Tuesday, May 8th at 8:00am 
 
Habits of Mind Presentation by Rick Roger 
 
Our school vision states: “Students develop the habits of mind, knowledge, and 
skills needed for high school and beyond, as they discover and cultivate a love of 
learning and a voice for self-expression.”  
 
During the 2011–12 school year, the Lawrence School Council formed a 
subcommittee of parents and teachers to explore possibilities for more intentional 
integration of habits of mind into learning at school and at home and to design an 
assessment of where and how habits of mind are currently being utilized at 
Lawrence.  
 
The presentation included: 
• An Overview of Habits of Mind  
• A survey asking parents to identify 3-4 habits we should focus on as we 

continue our work. 
• An opportunity for parents to discuss and share strategies for promoting habits 

of mind at home.  
 

Overview of Habits of Mind  
Arthur Costas and Bena Kallick define a habit of mind as “having a disposition 
toward behaving intelligently when confronted with problems, the answers to 
which are not immediately known.” Their “Institute for Habits of Mind” has 
identified 16 habits that are described in detail at 
http://www.instituteforhabitsofmind.com/.  
 
Here are four examples that have been highlighted in recent issues of the PTO 
Paper:  
• Persisting: A persistent student sticks to a task until completion and is willing 

to try new strategies to “get unstuck” when the task becomes challenging.  
• Listening with Understanding and Empathy: A good listener genuinely tries 

to understand what another person is saying and meaning. Students who 
listen well and with understanding put their own thoughts and feelings 
aside while considering other points of view.  

• Responding with Wonderment and Awe: Passionate, enthusiastic learners 
have an inclination to be curious and enjoy the learning process without 
feeling the burden of getting the “right” answer or accomplishing 
something. They seek puzzles to solve and questions with ambiguous 
answers just for fun.  

• Applying Past Knowledge to New Situations: Thoughtful learners are able 
to apply wisdom gained from past experiences to new situations. They 
draw meaning from one experience, transform it and apply it to a new 
environment or problem.  



 
See the Institute for Habits of Mind at http://www.instituteforhabitsofmind.com/ or 
read through the full list of 16 Habits of Mind in the PDF document downloaded 
from the Institute website and posted below.  
 

 


