
he ThinkEARTHursday campaign is 
one way we have worked to increase our 
students’ awareness of small actions they 

can take to reduce energy use and increase 
conservation. Through three months, students 
have earned 1447.5 points–halfway to our goal 

of 3,000 
points 
before 
Earth Day 
in April.  
Look for 
the green 
flyer sent 
home 
with each 
month’s 
focus. 

Parents Go Green: Brookline Idling Reduction 
Campaign

I would like to suggest a simple action 
parents can take to help– turn off your engines! 
The Town of Brookline has announced the 
start up of an idling reduction program for 
cars and buses. Exhaust fumes from cars and 
buses contain fine particles that can trigger 
asthma attacks. Children are more susceptible 
to asthma because their lungs are not fully 
developed and they breathe 50 percent more 
by volume than adults. Asthma is the most 
common chronic illness among children. More 
than 250,000 adults and 110,000 children 
in Massachusetts have been diagnosed with 
asthma (about 6% of the population), the 
highest reported rate of asthma in the country! 
We need to all work together to reduce air pol-
lution from vehicles.

Unnecessary idling 
is also against the law! 
The Massachusetts Anti-
Idling Law states that 
all motor vehicles are 
prohibited from unnec-
essary idling longer than 
five minutes. In addition 
to respiratory and other health concerns, idling 
vehicles produce environmental pollutants, and 
excessive idling is not good for vehicle engines.

The Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection has initiated a pro-
gram with the school community to educate 
students, teachers, parents, and bus drivers 
about the effects of needless idling and exhaust 
fumes.  School zones often have high levels of 
exhaust fumes from buses, delivery vehicles 
and cars dropping off and picking up students.  
The Brookline school district has set up an 
idling reduction training program for our bus 
drivers and is installing idling reduction signs 
where buses and cars often idle. Please help us 
protect the health of our children and make 
our air cleaner by following these simple  
guidelines:
•  Turn off your engine when waiting for more 

than 10 seconds.
•  Keep your engine tuned for efficient fuel 

consumption and to lower emissions.
• I f possible, park your vehicle and come meet 

your child.
•  Limit winter warm-up idling to 30 seconds; 

driving is the best way to warm up vehicles.
For more information on air quality in 

Massachusetts, please visit DEP’s website at:  
http://www.mass.gov/dep/air/.

—Rick Rogers, Principal

Calendar

email your stories by friday 4 p.m. to newsletter@lawrencePTO.org 
To download a copy of this newsletter go to www.lawrencePTO.weebly.com
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Principal’s  Corner

  2  March (Tuesday) 
School Council Meeting 
8 am, 2nd floor conf room

  9  March (Tuesday) 
PTO Meeting 
8 am library

11  March (Wednesday) 
Early Release Movie 
EARLY DISMISSAL 
Gr K-12, 12:30 pm

14  March (Sunday) 
 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME BEGINS 
Set clocks ahead one hour)

16  March (Tuesday) 
EARLY DISMISSAL 
Gr K-6, 12:30 pm

17  March (Wednesday) 
PTO Play 
7 pm auditorium

18  March (Thursday) 
•  Principals Forum 

8 am library
     •  PTO Play 

7 pm auditorium

19  March (Friday)) 
PTO Play 
7 pm auditorium

25  March (Thursday)) 
EARLY DISMISSAL 
Gr K-6, 12:30 pm

PTO meeting–8 am  
with Dr. Lupini  
discussing the budget

T
Students Go Green: ThinkEARTHursday

The views expressed in this newsletter are 
those of the individual authors only and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Lawrence PTO or Lawrence School.
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Your PTO Paper Team

he Out-of School Time Program 
Review Committee of the Public 
Schools of Brookline is reviewing the 

current after-school and summer program 
options that are located in our school 
buildings.  They would like to hear from 
you about the kinds of programs you are interested in for your 
children, and whether you feel the current offerings meet your 
family’s needs.

Please complete the brief survey. It will only take a few min-
utes, and will provide important information. The link to the 
survey is www.surveymonkey.com/s/FQW9T5W. The survey will be 
available from now until February 26th. You can also access the 
survey from the front page of the Public Schools of Brookline 
website: www.brookline.k12.ma.us.

Amos A. Lawrence School • Rick Rogers, Principal • Monica Crowley, Vice Principal 
617-879-43OO

•  Swim Coach Needed   
The Brookline Special Olympics swim team is look-
ing for a head coach. If you or someone you know 
is interested, contact rebeccas@brooklinequest.org.

Community News

Still Time to Put 
in Your Two Cents

T

•  Please correct your directories for the following  
family listing: 
Frances (5P) and Quinn (7G) Lewis 
Correct email for Timothy Lewis: tijm1@verizon.net

PTO Directory Amendment

rookline Math League held 
its second Meet on Monday, 
February 8. The Lawrence team, 

being the smallest of all teams, co-
won Operations and Problem-Solving 
Rounds. Congratulations to all 9 mem-
bers of the team: Takuma Kobayashi, 
William Jurayj (both 5P), Zach Leonard 
(6H), Sasha Partan (6PC), Francesca Caramazza, Julia Shea, 
Marina Wynne, Peter Fletcher, and Sakura Seto (all 6S). Also a 
special acknowledgement goes out to Sasha Partan and Sakura 
Seto, who got individual trophies for their perfect scores. Only 3 
students had perfect scores among all 10 schools and 2 of them 
were from Lawrence. Great Job!

Lawrence Math League Team 
Scores Big at Meet!

Bheck out the “apple tree” in the lobby of your school and 
see why teachers love to teach and kids love to learn! 
The Brookline Education Foundation (BEF) supports 

teacher professional development in every Brookline Public 
School. BEF grants provide teachers with tools and training in 
specialized areas of education that enrich the classroom experi-
ences everyday. 

For more information visit www.brooklineeducation.org.

Celebrate the 1OOth Day of 
School with the Brookline 
Education Foundation 

C

discussion group of parents is forming to explore and 
understand learning challenges and opportunities specific 
to boys and their learning needs. The group will meet on 

the last Friday of each month at drop-off, and would welcome 
all who are interested and think that they can attend the meet-
ings regularly. The first meeting will be on Friday, February 26 
in the cafeteria where attendees will discuss an excerpt from the 
book “Raising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Life of Boys”. 
The excerpt can be found at: http://www.bookbrowse.com/excerpts/
index.cfm/book_number/188/Raising-Cain. If you have questions, 
please contact Amy Kershaw: aakershaw@hotmail.com. 

But it’s not just about boys….
The PTO and School Council both seek to encourage 

other parent discussion groups on topics of interest to Lawrence 
school families. If you’d like to see or lead a discussion group on 
a particular topic, please contact Kate Shea, kdshea@gmail.com, 
or Kate Silbaugh, silbaugh@bu.edu. 

Parent Discussion Group 
Explores Boys Learning

A

olunteers are needed for Early Release Movie Day 
on March 11. If you can help, please contact Jonas 
Bromberg at jonas.benji@gmail.com.

Movie Stars Wanted

V


