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A newsletter              from the Lawrence School Parent-Teacher Organization

email your stories by Friday 4 p.m. to newsletter@lawrencePTO.org
* to download  a copy of this newsletter visit http://lawrencePTO.weebly.com/ *

May 12, 2009

Calendar

20 May (Wednesday)
PTO Staff Appreciation Lunch

20–21 May (Wed–Thur)
Grades 2–4 Play

25 May (Monday)
SCHOOL CLOSED
Memorial Day

28 May (Thursday)
MCAS testing period ends

  1 June (Monday)
Town-wide Spring 7/8
Orchestra+Chorus Concert
7 pm Pine Manor

  2 June (Tuesday)
 PTO Book Fair
 Town-wide Spring 7/8 Band

Concert
7 pm Pine Manor

  3 June (Wednesday)
 PTO Book Fair
 PTO meeting

7 pm library

  4 June (Thursday)
 PTO Book Fair

4–5 June (Thu–Fri)
Grade 8 New York City Trip

  8  June (Monday)
 Teacher Retirement Party

5 pm library
 Spring Picnic and Used Book

Sale

  9 June (Tuesday)
 School Council Meeting

8 am 2nd floor conf. room

11  June (Thursday)
(Spring Picnic and Used Book
Sale RAIN DATE)
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Traditions and Transitions

Last week, I had the pleasure of seeing another unique Lawrence
tradition for the first time: the Eighth Grade Digital Portrait Project.
Conceived by former Lawrence parents and artists David Leifer

and Anne Pfaff, this project enables our eighth graders to create power-
ful self-portraits. The students first heard David and Anne give a
presentation on contemporary self-portraits, including how to make a
visual statement by developing a theme and telling a story with imagery.
Working in small groups, they then fanned out around the school
grounds to take digital photographs. In a second workshop, students worked on laptops and
manipulated their images to create stunning and creative portraits.  Watch for them on display in
the hallway during June!

Moving on from Lawrence School to Brookline High School is a major transition for our stu-
dents (and their families). Tradition and ritual play an essential role in helping prepare for life’s
transitions. The annual class trip to New York City (June 4–5) is another Lawrence tradition that
our students look forward to. And, of course, Eighth Grade Graduation (Wednesday, June 17, at
6:00 p.m.) will be a special event. In another wonderful tradition, seventh grade students and
parents host a reception for the families of grade eight following graduation.

As we prepare to say good-bye, we also get ready to welcome our next generation. To date, we
have 63 incoming Kindergarten students registered. We will greet them and their families on
Wednesday, May 13, for a visitation day, the first step of what we hope will be a rich and
rewarding journey through Lawrence School.

French philosopher Henri Bergson suggests, “To exist is to change, to change is to mature, to
mature is to go on creating oneself.”  I look forward to watching our students’ continued
creation in the years to come.

           —Rick Rogers, Principal MCAS schedule for this week
May 12 and 13: Grade 3, 5, and 6—Mathematics

May 14 and 15: Grades 4, 7, and 8—Mathematics

May 19 and 20: Grade 5 and 8—Science and Technology

Save the Date!

Come to the library on June 8 from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. to help the PTO say farewell to two
people who have been an integral part of the Lawrence community for many years:
Mary Sodano and Kathy Lynch. We’ll also say good-bye to other teachers and staff

leaving Lawrence this June. (If you’d like to lend a hand with the party, please contact Vicki
Skolar at vicskol@yahoo.com or Melanie Marcus at mlmarcus@mindspring.com.) Afterwards,
head outside for the Spring Picnic from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. (rain date: Thursday, June 11). To help
out, contact Nancy Gerber at Antinancy@rcn.com or Sam Whyte at swhyte@rocketmail.com.
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Letters and essays included in this
newsletter are based solely on the opinion
of each author and do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the PTO or school
community.

Next Year’s PTO Star
Line-Up

The announced slate for PTO next
year includes:  Co-Presidents:
Amy Luster, Kate Shea, and

Laura Ziouani

Vice President: Keith DesFosses

Secretary: Jonas Bromberg

Treasurer: Nancy Turnbull

At-large: Kay Kobayashi, Phil St. Pierre,
Babu Chavali, and Barbara Hausman

At the June 3 PTO meeting at 7:00 p.m. in
the library, the slate will be voted on,
along with the budget for next year.

This year’s Japanese Fun Fair was a big
success! Thanks to organizers Rieko
Nozawa and Satomi Takahashi as well as
to all the volunteers who helped plan
and organize this wonderful event.

Join Our Team

Sure, times are tough in the media
business these
days. But here

at the PTO paper,
we’re hiring! If you
love to write, design
layouts, or work on the distribution end
of things, a dream (volunteer) job awaits
you in the 2009–2010 school year. It’s
fun, fulfilling—and you’re always in the
loop about the Lawrence goings-on.
Interested? Contact Louise Van Aarsen
at louise.vanaarsen@gmail.com or
Kelly Hardebeck at
kelly@hardebeck.us.

Living History at
Lawrence

Many thanks to the PTO for
sponsoring a very engaging
visit on April 28 by civil

rights icon, Ruby Bridges. Bridges
shared with students in Grades 4
through 7 her riveting story of being
one of the first African-American
children integrated into the New
Orleans school system in 1960. (She
requested that her visit not be an-
nounced and parents not be invited,
which is why the visit wasn’t publi-
cized.) Copies of her autobiography,
Through My Eyes, are still available for
$3.75 (checks only please) in the
library—including some autographed.

Special Events for
Grades 7 and 8

At Lawrence: The upper grade
teachers, along with Vice Principal
Monica Crowley, invite parents and

guardians of students in Grades 7 and 8 to
learning exhibitions on the following dates:

• Wednesday, May 27, from 8:00–8:45 a.m.,
meet Grade 7 specialists (PE, Music, Art,
Computers) and Grade 8 (third floor)
teachers (Math, Science, History, ELA,
French/Spanish and Learning Center).

• Thursday, May 28, from 8:00–8:45 a.m.,
meet Grade 8 specialists (PE, Music, Art,
Drama) and Grade 7 (third floor) teachers
(Math, Science, ELA, French/Spanish and
Learning Center).

Enjoy coffee and treats from 7:45–8:00 a.m.
on the third floor each morning.

At Brookline High School: Parents of Grade
8 students are invited to Brookline High
School’s Martin Luther King room on May
28 at 7:00 p.m. for a town-wide Parent
Network get-together. Learn about some of
the most pressing issues you’ll face in the
summer before freshman year of high school
and discuss ways to help smooth your
teen’s transition to BHS. Meet parents from
the other elementary schools and voice any
concerns you may have. If you have any
questions about social/developmental
issues you’d like addressed at the meeting,
please email your suggestions to
June_harris@brookline.k12.ma.us.
Sponsored by B-CASA.

Black and White,
What a Night!

Parent Night Out was a great
success! Thanks to all who came
and made it an especially fun

evening. A special thanks to those who
helped out with planning and set up:
Joanne Liautaud, Kim Schwartz, Laura
Ziouani, Cydney Martel, Ronnie
Moore, Anne Turner, Joelle Vos, Jordan
Shaughnessy, Jennifer Mahoney,
Nancy Gerber, Amy Luster, Kate
Silbaugh, Vicki Skoler, Stacey Dogan,
and Kathy Prelack. And how about that
PTO Band? Thanks to musicians Jeff
Benson, Steve Gerber, Yas Ishibashi,
Barton Ramos, Tom Rubenoff, Tarso
and Darlene Ramos, and Dennis
Whyte, and singers Dennis Doughty,
Jon Cahill, Paul Healy, Peter Rhodes,
Carol Rosenstock, Rebecca Steinfield,
and Louise Van Aarsen. More gratitude
goes to our generous sponsors who
donated the food and beverages for
the evening, including Fugakyu,
Golden Temple, O’Leary’s, The
Roadhouse, Horizon Beverage, and
Boston Beer Company. Don’t forget to
thank them with your business!

Bring on the Books

Keep those donations of pre-owned
books coming! The Used Book Sale
will take place in early June, and we

are very much in need of more contribu-
tions, especially of children’s books. Please,
no text books or outdated technical books.
Leave donations in the hallway outside the
main office. Questions? Contact K.C.
Turnbull at bergbull@yahoo.com.

The PALS Children’s Chorus is excited
to announce its Spring Musical Season!

PALS will be performing three different
productions: Junior PALS, “Once Upon
a Mattress,” May 14, 15 and 16 at 7:00
p.m.; PALS Prep and Circle of PALS,
“The Golden Vanity and Pirate Cabaret,”
May 21 at 7:00 p.m.; and Senior PALS,
“Into the Woods,” June 11, 12, and 13 at
7:00 p.m. General Admission tickets ($10
for adults, $5 for children, students, and
seniors) will be available at the door or
for reservations call PALS 617-264-PALS
(7257). All performances will be held at
the W.H. Lincoln School, 19 Kennard
Rd., Brookline.

Arts


