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barriers between students.

I commend Monica Crowley 
and a group of 6/7/8 
teachers and specialists, who worked in a 
“Professional Learning Community” over 
this past year to develop plans for a more 
cohesive 6/7/8 program.   
  
MCAS Results To Be Mailed October 1
Individual student results from last spring’s 
MCAS testing will be mailed home to you 
on Thursday, October 1. We apologize for 
the delay.  Brookline’s shipment from the 
testing vendor was improperly addressed; 
it had to be returned to the vendor and 
reshipped. Please do not hesitate to contact 
Mrs. Crowley or me if you have any 
questions about interpreting these results.    
I will report on the overall school results in 
October. 

      
— Rick Rogers, Principal

September 29, 2OO9

Calendar

There are several changes in place on the 
third floor that are part of an effort to 
create a more cohesive 6/7/8 middle 

school and to add some programs specially 
designed for this age group.

Aligned Schedule:  The sixth grade has 
adopted a modified version of the seven 
period day used in grades 7/8.  This enables 
student support services offered in all three 
grades to be scheduled more efficiently and 
ensures that transitions happen at the same 
time.  The actual rotating of classes only 
takes place during the first four periods 
of the day, after which students remain in 
their homeroom for ELA and Spanish.

Electives: New this year, students in 
Grade 7/8 have the opportunity to choose 
an elective class that meets two periods a 
week for a semester.  Students are enjoying 
choice and teachers are enjoying teaching 
in an area of particular interest.  Offering 
includes:  Singing and Drama, Beginner 
Programming, Books and Cooks, Bike 
Repair, Photography, Engineering, and 
Teacher Assistants (19 students helping out 
in younger grade classrooms).

Advisory:  Also new this year, during last 
period on Friday afternoon, students in 
grades 6-8 meet in small advisory groups.   
We have 19 groups with about 8 students 
in each group.   The purpose of this time 
is for students to work in small, cross-
grade groups to discuss what helps them 
succeed as individuals in their community, 
including internalizing a positive attitude, 
promoting self reflection, teaching non-
academic skills, and breaking down social 

Come Learn about     
Impact Math

I mpact Mathematics is the 
new math program for 
grades 6, 7 and 8 intro-

duced this fall.  Parents are 
invited to a meeting with the 
principal investigator of the 
program, the assistant superintendent for 
curriculum, and Dr. Angela Allen, Brookline 
K-8 Math Curriculum Coordinator at 
Lawrence on Monday, October 5 at 7pm.  
Another meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
October 6 at the Heath School.

Principal’s  Corner

What’s New on the Third Floor?

The views expressed in this newsletter are 
those of the individual authors only and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the      
Lawrence PTO or Lawrence School.

 1 October (Thursday)
Grades 3-5 Open House
6:15pm

 5 October (Monday)
Impact Mathematics Meeting
7pm

 6 October (Tuesday)
•	School	Council	Meeting
 8am 2nd floor conf. room

 7 October (Wednesday)
 Magazine Drive ends

12 October (Monday)
SCHOOL CLOSED
Columbus Day

13 October (Tuesday)
•	LEDP	Gift	Wrap	Sale	begins
•	School	Photo	Day
•	PTO	Meeting
 7pm Library

22 October (Thursday)
 Principal’s Forum  
 8am library

27 October (Tuesday)
School Council Meeting
8am 2nd floor conf. room

 1 November (Sunday)
Daylight Saving Time ends
(set clocks back one hour)

 3  November (Tuesday)
SCHOOL CLOSED
Professional Development Day

Please add the follow-
ing to the calendar on page 
1. (In general, you can

include as much calen-
dar material as fits.)

1 November (Sunday)
Daylight Saving Time 

ends (set clocks back one 
hour)

3 November (Tuesday)
SCHOOL CLOSED
Professional 

Development Day

In the BHS volun-
teer article, please italicize 
Janet’s email address,

replace the semicolon 
between the email and 
phone with “or”, and add 
dashes

to the phone number.



Amos A. Lawrence School • Rick Rogers, Principal • Monica Crowley, Vice Principal 
617-879-43OO

Community Exchange

The 21st Century Fund 
invites the Brookline 
Community to find out 
what it takes to be the best.  
Come join our honorees 
at our annual gala as they 
speak in the Brookline High 
School Auditorium on what it took them 
to follow their dreams.  For more informa-
tion about and tickets to the October 23 
event, please log onto www.bhs21stcentu-
ryfund.org, call 617-713-5211, or stop by 
room 168B at BHS.

Would You Like 
a Brookline HS 
Volunteer Student?
The BHS Career Center and Community 
Service Program is compiling a list of vol-
unteer opportunities for students.  If you’re 
interested in having a BHS student volun-
teer, please e-mail or call Janet Gottesman 
(janet_gottesman@brookline.k12.ma.us or 
617-713-5019).  Students will contact you 
directly and can receive academic credit for 
the experience. Paid opportunities can be 
listed as well!

Stay Warm This Winter...

The KIds Clothes Club is currently taking applica-
tions and financial donations for winter coats for 
children who will need them this winter. All dona-

tions are fully tax-deductible and proceeds go directly to 
fund the purchase of coats. 

If your child needs a coat, please fill out an application on the website, or con-
tact Carol Macey (617-879-4341) or Shaina Martinez (617-879-4342) in the guid-
ance office. All applications and requests should be made no later than Monday, 
October 5. All requests are confidential.

To donate by credit card, please visit www.kidsclothesclub.org. Checks can be sent 
to Kids Clothes Club, 120 Cypress St., Brookline, MA 02445.

New Parenting Groups Forming

Enthusiasm generated last year by several PTO meetings 
that focused on parenting issues made it clear that there 
was a desire among parents for additional opportunities 

to discuss parenting issues on a more regular basis.  For this 
reason, the PTO is starting a new initiative, in addition to pro-
viding    speakers on parenting topics such as limit setting and 
Internet safety, to establish grade-level parent networks/discus-
sion groups. 

If you’re interested in helping to coordinate a parent network in your child’s 
grade, please contact Kate Shea at kdshea@gmail.com. 

News from the Brookline 
Education Foundation

The Brookline Education foundation is proud to support the Lawrence Faculty 
this year!  Ask Justin Brown, Karla Cunha-Cardoso, Leslie Fagan, Carrie Gross, 
Alicia Hsu, Tam Johnson, Ryan Keser, Marie Leman, Danielle Pafundi-Kent, 

Greg Porter, Jill Puleo Demsey, and Jon Weinberger about their exciting 2009-2010 
projects!  For more information about the Brookline foundation visit www.brookline-
education.org or talk to Lawrence parents Joanne Liautaud and Kate Silbaugh.

SUBSCRIBERS WANTED!

Real Simple, Sports 
Illustrated Kids, The 
Economist, Food 

and Wine are only a 
few of the great choices 
during this year’s maga-
zine drive.  Orders for 
any of the over 800 pub-
lications are due by Wednesday, October 7. 
Every subscription that you purchase directly 
benefits our school. Questions? Contact 
Jordan Shaughnessy (617-232-1628 or       
jordanshaughnessy@verizon.net).

LSA Update!

Lawrence Special Activities launched this week with over 230 stu-
dents in the fall program!  Many thanks to all of the teachers who 
have shared their rooms us.  We could not do what we do without 

your support.  We hope your children enjoy the programs. 
Dan Bateson, our Northeastern Intern, is our wonderful onsite 

liaison this fall.  We ask all parents to please contact the office ahead of time and 
let Dan know that if your student will miss an LSA class.   You can reach Dan at      
617-879-4300 or danbateson@gmail.com. 
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