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his age-old parental 
question can lead to an 

unsatisfying “Fine” or, as 
your child gets older, a 
barely communicative 
grunt. So why ask it? As 
parents, we understand 
intuitively that we should 
talk to our children about 
school. Research shows that 
when we do, our children 
are more successful in the 
classroom-a benefit 
perhaps even more 
important than reading with 
your child every day. (But 
reading is still important!) 
Here are some suggestions 
to get the conversation 
flowing.

Ask specific questions.
“How was school today?” is 
too general a question for 
many children. Try asking 
about something specific. 
Pick an area of particular 
interest to your child, such 
as “What did you do in art 
today?” Many teachers send 
home newsletters describing 
events happening in the 
classroom. Use this 
information to prime the 

pump. (“I hear you are 
studying weather. What did 
you do today?”)

Keep it a conversation, 
not an inquisition.
Don’t overdo it with 
questions. Use one or two 
to get things started and let 
your child take the lead in 
setting the direction. Don’t 
force it.
 
Be ready to talk when 
they are.   
When I arrive home, my 
daughter is often engaged 
in homework, an art 
project, or on-line with her 
friends. My queries about 
the day can be an 
interruption (as I’m told in 
no uncertain terms). An 
hour later, however, she 
emerges eager to show me 
her latest drawing or tell 
me about a paper she’s 
writing. I have learned to 
stop what I’m doing and 
seize the moment.

Talk in the car.
This is a time-honored 
method for many parents. 

Something about riding in 
a car can create a safe 
space to talk-particularly 
as our children approach 
adolescence. (My days are 
numbered on this one, as 
my daughter hopes to get 
her driver’s license in 
January!)

Make it a habit.
If you work at it, talking 
about school can become a 
family routine that your 
children come to expect. 
For some families, it 
happens on the walk or car 
ride home from school. 
For others, it takes place 
while preparing, eating, or 
cleaning up after dinner. 
Or bedtime may prove 
best. Find what works for 
you and your child. Keep 
trying. It’s worth the 
effort.

-Rick Rogers 

chool photos have been 
rescheduled to Monday, 

October 20, rain or shine. 
Watch your child’s backpack 
for order forms and more 
information. Please return all 
checks and completed forms 

to your child’s teacher before 
picture day. A limited 
number of scholarship 
packages are available for 
those who qualify; contact 
your classroom teacher to 
request one.
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School
Pictures:
New Date

October (Wednesday)
ECS Parent Coffee
8:00-9:00 am
NOTE NEW DATE

October (Thursday)
NO SCHOOL
(Day of Low Attendance: Yom 
Kippur)

October (Monday)
SCHOOL CLOSED
Columbus Day

October (Tuesday)
School Council Meeting
8 am 2nd floor conf. room

October (Monday). Principal’s Forum
Focus: Understanding Your 
Child’s and Your School’s 
MCAS Results
7:45 am
(NOTE NEW TIME). School Photo Day. LEDP Gift Wrap Sale ends

October (Tuesday)
Japanese Food Fair

October (Wednesday)
Math Game Evening
5:30-6:30 pm

October (Thursday)
SCHOOL CLOSED
Professional Development Day

November (Sunday)
Daylight Saving Time ends (set 
clocks BACK one hour)

November (Monday)
PTO Meeting, 7 pm library

November (Tuesday)
School Council Meeting
8 am 2nd floor conf. room

November (Thursday). EARLY DISMISSAL
12:30 pm Grades K-6. Ms. Frye leaves for Japan

November (Friday)
PTO Parents Dance
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“How Was School Today?”         
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