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erhaps you heard your child talking 
about the recent visit from Sol Y Canto, 

a bilingual musical group, or last year’s 
visit from civil rights icon Ruby Bridges? 
These amazing opportunities—to hear and 
learn about music and dance and history 
through live professional performances in our 
school—are brought to Lawrence by the 
parent-run Performing Arts Council and 
funded by the PTO.
 
Thanks to The Performing Arts Council the 
school year is richly scheduled with arts events 
for every grade level: music from members of 
the BSO, presentations and workshops by 
authors and illustrators, dancers from the 
Boston Ballet, along with historical 
re-enactments, and performers on important 
topics such as Steve Kidd’s HIV/AIDs 
program (for eighth grade).

New performers are researched and added 
every year (along with the old favorites like the 
Bee Lady!).

PTO funds also support Visual Arts Committee 
initiatives, including the fifth grade pinhole 
photography workshop and the amazing digital 
self-portraits created by the eighth graders. 
Many of the Performing and Visual Arts events 
are tied directly to curriculum units and have 
become expected annual events in our school.
This is why your contributions during the 
Phonathon are so important. Bringing live 
performances and hands-on arts programs to 
our students adds a unique dimension to their 
learning experience. It’s happening at Lawrence, 
and it’s happening because you make it 
possible. Please help keep the performances 
and visual arts experiences coming and send 
your Phonathon donations ASAP!
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November (Tuesday)
ECS Program Parent Info 
Meeting
8:15 am library

November (Wednesday)
• Mrs. Lynch’s Book 

Reception
7:45 am library

• EARLY DISMISSAL
12:30 pm Grades K-8

• Early Release Movie
12:30 pm auditorium

November (Thursday)
Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon

November (Friday)
LSA Winter Registration 
deadline

November (Sunday)
Mr.Porter returns from 
Japan

November (Wednesday)
EARLY DISMISSAL
12:00 pm Grades K-8

November (Thurs-Fri)
SCHOOL CLOSED
Thanksgiving Break

December (Tuesday)
• School Council Meeting

8 am 2nd floor conf. room
• Evening Conferences

December (Thursday) 
Early Dismissal
12:30 pm Grades K-8

December (Monday) 
Phonathon
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Phonathon + Your Generosity = Live Arts at Lawrence

illed with delicious food and delightful 
performances, last Friday night’s 

International Night celebration was a huge 
success! Thanks to all the families who shared 
their cuisine and talents with the whole school 
community. Extra special thanks go to the 
event’s organizers, Teresa Martinez, Mariana 
Merida, and Pearl Singhakowinta, for all their 
hard work planning and organizing to make 
the evening fun for all. Bravo!
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Gracias!
Kiitos!
Kamsahamnida!
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he November 10 PTO meeting’s 
focus was Dawn Carney’s update on 

how the Foreign Language Elementary 
Studies Program is progressing as it 
enters its first full academic year. Some 
of the highlights:
• The curriculum will be restructured on 

an annual basis to meet students’ 
needs as they progress through the 
program each year;

• Writing is introduced in grades 3-5 
and becomes more structured in 
grades 6-8, but uninhibited speech of 
the language remains the primary 
focus;

• Grades given in grades 6-8 are 
primarily effort/participation based;

• The goal is that students should 
‘graduate’ at a low-intermediate level.

Monica Crowley gave the “Principal’s 
update,” offering highlights from 
Professional Development Day, Green 
Team efforts leading up to April’s Earth 
Day Celebration, the seventh grade 
overnight to the Farm School, as well as 
the new community service requirement 
for eighth graders before their NYC 
trip.

Please join us for the December PTO 
meeting, Tuesday, Dec 8 at 7 p.m. 
Rusty Browder, Lawrence librarian, will 
talk about “The School Library as a 
Resource,” highlighting library 
resources for students and classrooms 
over the K-8 span, connections 
between school and public libraries, and 
the strategies librarians use to build and 
maintain a vital space, collection, and 
teaching program.

ast week we began our system of 
only the youngest child receiving 

the weekly PTO newsletter. In 
addition, if families signed up for 
electronic-only, they should have 
received no paper copy. Please 
e-mail Amy Luster atluster@rcn.com if 
there were issues or if you’d like to 
be on the electronic-only list.

PTO Meeting 
Update:
FLES—The First Year 

Can You Hear 
Me Now?

T his weekend Artbarn Community 
Theater’s seventh- and eighth-grade 

Rafters Company presents When The 
White Snake Cries, an original musical 
based on China’s 1,000-year-old Legend of 
the White Snake. Performances will be held 
Saturday, November 21 at 7:00 p.m. and 
Sunday, November 22 at 4:30 p.m. at the 
Maliotis Center at Hellenic College. Tickets 
are $10 at the door or in advance 
(617-975-0050).

When The White 
Snake Cries

I n the tradition of an old parlor game, Jon 
Scieszka (National Ambassador for 

Young People’s Literature at the Library of 
Congress) started an online story last 
month to which notable children’s writers 
add over the weeks. Gregory Maguire will 
be the next contributor on November 20. 
Students from fourth grade up might 
particularly enjoy clicking on this link and 
getting caught up in the evolving story!
http://www.read.gov/exquisite-corpse/

Exquisite Corpse, 
Anyone?

Parent-Teacher Conferences
arent-teacher conferences began 
last week and continue through 

December. Conferences play a key role 
in maintaining a strong home-school 
partnership. They provide an 
opportunity for parents and teachers to 
take stock of how a child is doing. 
They are also a time to identify goals 
for a child’s continued learning and 
development.

Both parents and teachers may feel 
some nervousness around conferences. 
Parents may worry about what the 
teacher is going to say about their 
child. As parents, we give much of 
ourselves to our children, leading to 
strong emotions. Teachers may worry 
about how parents will receive 
information if a child is struggling 
academically or having other 
difficulties. As teachers, we give much 
of ourselves to our work with children, 
also leading to strong feelings. 

How can we help keep these 
conversations stay productive and 
helpful? Here are some points to keep 
in mind:
• Take time to be prepared. When my 

own children were younger, my wife 
and I would talk with our children 
before a conference. We would ask 
what they liked about school, what 
they didn’t like, what work was easy, 
what was challenging, and whether 
there was anything they wanted their 
teacher to know. We wrote our 
questions down ahead of time so we 
could refer to them during the 
conference. 

• Both teachers and parents care deeply 
about children. We need to start with 
an assumption of good intentions and 

P work to build mutual 
trust and respect. We should also 
recognize when our emotional 
responses may be getting in the way. 

• We bring different perspectives. 
Parents and teachers see children in 
different settings. How a child 
functions in a large group or 
responds to the demands of school 
may be different than how a child 
acts at home. Parents are advocates 
for their child. Teachers need to be 
an advocate for all the children in a 
classroom. 

• Good communication begins with 
listening, using a respectful tone, and 
asking questions. Consider these 
examples: 
1. A parent who asks, “My child is 

unhappy at school. What have you 
observed?” versus a parent who 
demands, “My child is unhappy. I 
want her seat moved tomorrow.” 

2. A teacher who asks, “I noticed 
your child is having difficulty 
completing homework. Is there 
something that is making it 
difficult for him to get it done?” 
versus a teacher who insists, “Your 
child is missing many homework 
assignments. You need to check 
that your child is completing his 
homework.”

• At the end of your conference, try to 
summarize what you heard. Ideally, 
you should leave with an 
understanding of next steps for your 
child. 

We look forward to having the 
opportunity to meet with you to talk 
about your child’s progress in the 
coming weeks. 

—Rick Rogers
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