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Calendar

12 October (Tuesday)
PTO Meeting
7 pm library

13 October (Wednesday)
Gr 5–8 Cross Country Meet
Larz Anderson Park

18 October (Monday)
School Photo Day

21 October (Thursday)
Principal’s Forum
8 am library

22 October (Friday)
Japanese Food Fair

26 October (Tuesday)
School Council Meeting
8 am 2nd floor conf. room

27 October (Wednesday)
ECS Parent Meeting
8:15 am library

  2 November (Tuesday)
SCHOOL CLOSED
Professional Development Day

  5 November (Friday)
International Night

  7 November (Sunday)
Daylight Saving Time ends  

     (set clocks BACK one hour)

  8 November (Monday)
Gr 7 Farm School Trip

The phrase “safe, just and caring com-
munity” reflects the spirit of safety, 
acceptance and respect that is part of 

Brookline’s “Respect for Human Differences” 
core value. This year’s Lawrence School 
Improvement Plan includes a goal to:  
“Identify common language and practices to  
support a safe, just, and caring community and 
to promote social emotional learning.”  

This goal calls for the following action 
items: 
1. A parent-teacher task force to survey cur-
rent practices and needs, review social compe-
tency or social-emotional learning programs, 
and make recommendations for training and 
implementation that match the vision and 
needs of Lawrence School.
2. Redesign of the advisory program in grades 
6–8 so that it is incorporated into three home-
room periods. Teachers in grades 6–8 received 
training in the Developmental Designs program 
to be utilized as part of Homeroom/Advisory.
3. Continuation of Lawrence Community 
Meeting (PK–5) as a vehicle to build com-
munity and foster a sense of belonging in the 
school.

The task force described in #1 will also make 
recommendations to the School Council on 
how best to meet the school-based require-
ments of the new Massachusetts bullying  
legislation.   

This task force will be responsible to:
• Survey current practices
• Conduct a needs assessment using  
observations, surveys and focus groups  
(to include recess, lunch, LEDP, after-school 
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playground use) 
• Review social competency and bullying  
programs
• Make recommendations for common language 
and practices, including necessary professional 
learning. 

Membership will include:
• Faculty (6): One representative from PK–2, 
3–5 and 6–8, guidance counselor, special educa-
tor, LEDP staff member, and administrator
• Parents (6): One representative from PK–2, 
3–5 and 6–8. Include LEDP parent representa-
tive. Membership should reflect the diversity of 
the school community.
• Students (2) from Grades 6/7/8

This task force will meet:
• Wednesdays (alternating 2:45 and 5:00 pm)
• Every 2 weeks October–December and  
monthly from January–May

I invite you to apply if you are interested in  
serving on this task force. To apply please  
submit a brief letter or email to me by Monday,  
October 18. In the letter, please outline your 
reasons for wanting to serve and describing any 
particular background, experience or skills that 
you feel would contribute to the task force.  

Cultivating a safe, just and caring community 
is not about purchasing a packaged program. 
It must be an ongoing process in which adults 
and students are proactive, as well as responsive 
to events that occur. I look forward to working 
with the task force and the entire in community 
in addressing this important goal. 

  —Rick Rogers, Principal 

Safe, Just and Caring Community Task Force: 

Parent Representatives Wanted

Principal’s  Corner
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Community Events Racing to the Top — Massachusetts 
Standards Set the Pace

As a part of the federal Race to the Top education reform initiative, participating 
states (including Massachusetts) have adopted new national standards for both 
English and Math. It has been widely reported that existing learning expectations 

in Massachusetts heavily influenced these standards. Superintendent of Schools Bill 
Lupini will be speaking to the implications of these new standards for public educa-
tion in Brookline at a forum hosted by the League of Women Voters on Tuesday, 
October 26, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:15 p.m, at Hunneman Hall, Brookline Main Library.

Save the Date — 
International 
Night!

International Night is 
Friday, November 5. 
Don’t miss out on this festive evening 

of dinner and special performances. We 
are seeking volunteers to help the day of 
the event. We also invite families to bring 
a special dish to share. Contact Pearl 
Singhakowinta at pearl.sing@yahoo.com 
for more information.

Say Cheese!

School Picture Day is 
Monday, October 
18! Photos will take 

place rain or shine. Have 
your child return the order 
form that day, or place your order online 
at www.coffeepond.com. A limited number 
of scholarships are available. Volunteers are 
still needed to help coordinate that morn-
ing. Please contact Jan Nagler at jnagler@
bu.edu for more information.

Free Fun Activities  
Before and After School!
   
These activities were a huge hit. 

Drop in and check them out. 
Note that Friday afternoon  

has changed to Double Dutch.  
Please join us!

From the Brookline  
Education Foundation  
Thanks to all the families  
who have supported the Brookline Edu-
cation Foundation, as we enter our 30th 
year. It’s not too late to win the Mini—
the drawing for the car will be held on 
November 5 at Brookline Booksmith. 
For information please visit  
www.brooklinefoundation.org

Great opportunities at the Public 
Library
The Brookline Public Library is offering 
these classes and readings for our older 
kids. Meeting authors and illustrators in 
person can be a really powerful experience 
for our kids. Check them out!

Grades 4 to 12: 
Comics Creation Class with comics art-
ist Aaron Renier 
Monday, October 18, 3–5 pm, at 
Hunneman Hall, Main Branch, Brookline 
Public Library 
http://aaronrenier.com/about/ 

Grade 6, 7 and 8 (and up): 
Laurie Halse Anderson (Fever 1793, 
Speak, Chains, Forge, etc.) 
October 28, 7 pm, in the Teen Room, 
Main Branch, Brookline Public Library 
http://teenreads.com/authors/au-anderson-
laurie.asp

SEPAC Session—Pragmatic Language 
Skills
“How to Help Your Child Develop 
Pragmatic Language Skills and Social 
Understanding”  October 21, 7 p.m. at 
Heath School Auditorium. Brookline 
Special Education Parent Advisory 
Council (SEPAC) hosts guest speaker, 
Elsa Abele, CCC SLP, who will focus  
on the learning of communication and 
social skills that can be explicitly taught 
to children and adults with Asperger 
Syndrome, High Functioning Autism, 
Non-verbal Learning Disabilities, and 
Language Learning Disabilities. This pre-
sentation is geared toward both parents 
and teachers and is eligible for teacher 
professional development credits.  
Information: brooklinesepac@gmail.com

Arigato!
Thanks to everyone 
who folded a thousand origami cranes 
for the SET-J (Sending Educators to 
Japan) program. We will exhibit them in 
the school lobby and Ms. Alper will take 
them to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Park by Ms. Alper when she visits Japan 
in November. 

Big Gym Fun!

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

7:00–7:50 am

Grades 3–8

Basketball, floor hockey,  

       jump roping/double dutch, etc…

Double Dutch Fun!
Friday 2:30–3:30 pmGrades K–8All levels welcome,  

       beginners on up!


