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efore we get too far into the school year, I 
wanted to highlight the depth of profes-
sional learning and breadth of curriculum 

development work in which Lawrence teachers 
participated this past summer. This list repre-
sents just a sampling.  
 
Courses and Workshops
•  All Kinds of Minds–An approach to recogniz-

ing, understanding and managing differences 
in learning.

•  Developmental Designs–This program is 
designed to support the social and emotional 
needs of young adolescents by helping keep 
students safe, connected, responsible and 
engaged in learning (BEF funded).

•  Landmark Outreach Program: Teachers 
in grades K-3 and 7/8 each had a one-day 
introduction to Landmark’s philosophy 
and approach as a prelude to working with 

Landmark this year. (BEF funded).
•  Responsive Classroom–A program that 

emphasizes social, emotional, and academic 
growth in a safe school community.

•  Sheltered English Immersion–Various courses 
related to teaching English Language Learners, 
a requirement in Massachusetts for all teach-
ers who have second language learners in their 
classrooms.  

•  The Skillful Teacher–A course sponsored by 
Research for Better Teaching that focuses on 
learning the essential elements of effective 
teaching.

Curriculum Development Work
•  First Grade Differentiation in Math: The first 

grade team met during the summer to develop 
differentiated lessons for the Think Math  
curriculum.

•  Health Curriculum: A PE/Health teacher 

aintaining the safety of over 600 stu-
dents and100 staff members who learn 
at Lawrence every day is a responsi-

bility we take very seriously.  One important 
way to be safe is to practice what to do in an 
emergency. Fire drills are one familiar way we 
practice.  During the next weeks, Lawrence will 
participate in two special drills in conjunction 
with the Brookline Police Department and that 
are completed annually in all schools  
in Brookline. 

An Evacuation Drill is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 21.  An Evacuation Drill 
is similar to a fire drill with one big difference. 
After we are outside, the entire school will walk 
to St. Paul’s Church, our designated evacua-
tion location. Children will walk with mem-
bers of the staff and officers from the Police 

Department will be 
stationed at intersections 
along the routes.

A Lockdown Drill is 
scheduled for Thursday, November 4. This drill 
involves locking all classroom doors, drawing 
the shades and turning out the lights.  Students 
are moved to an area of the classroom out of 
sight from the hallway door. The drill only lasts 
a few minutes, just long enough for police and 
school crisis team members to check that each 
classroom in the school is secure and students 
are out of sight. We then resume our normal 
routine.

To prepare students, teachers will discuss 
both drills ahead of time. We keep it calm and 
low-key, emphasizing these drills are like fire 
drills-something we practice to keep us safe. 
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The views expressed in this newsletter are 
those of the individual authors only and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Lawrence PTO or Lawrence School.

Principal’s  Corner

•  Keeping Lawrence Safe: Evacuation Drill–Thursday, October 21 
   Lockdown Drill–Thursday, November 4

• Teachers as Learners

B

18  October (Monday) 
School Photo Day

21  October (Thursday) 
Principal’s Forum 
8:00 am library

22  October (Friday) 
Japanese Food Fair

26  October (Tuesday) 
 School Council Meeting 
8 am 2nd floor conf. room

27  October (Wednesday) 
ECS Parent Meeting 
8:15 am library

  2  November (Tuesday) 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Professional Development Day

  5  November (Friday 
International Night

  7  November (Sunday) 
Daylight Saving Time ends  
(set clocks BACK one hour)

  8  November (Monday) 
Gr 7 Farm School Trip

  9  November (Tuesday) 
PTO Meeting 
8 am library 
Gr 7 Farm School Trip

10  November (Wednesday) 
EARLY DISMISSAL 
12:30 pm Gr K-6 
Gr 7 Farm School Trip



 assisted with developing the new seventh grade health  
curriculum.  

•  School Garden: A committee of teachers representing every 
grade level began to develop curriculum plans for our new 
school garden.  

•  Science Curriculum Writing: A science teacher assisted with 
district work to revise and update the sixth grade science cur-
riculum, including the AWARE program. 

•  Service Learning: Teachers grades 6-8 developed plans for a 
grade-specific service-learning project.  

•  Seventh Grade Curriculum Planning: Sixth grade teachers 
who are teaching a section of seventh grade this year met and 
planned with their seventh grade colleague teaching the same 
content area.  

•  Social Studies Revision: Three Lawrence teachers assisted with 
revising the social studies curriculum for grades 3 & 4 and will 
serve as “first adopters” of the new materials.  

•  Technology Tools: The Technology Specialist and Librarian 
developed several short workshops for teachers on various tech-
nology tools that are available for teacher use.  

Brookline’s core value on Excellence of Teaching states, “We 
are committed to supporting a professional community that cre-
ates and sustains an atmosphere of intellectual excitement, innova-
tive instruction and personal growth.” This past summer provides 
ample evidence of our teacher’s commitment to intellectual 
growth and continuous improvement. 

—Rick Rogers

icture this. The sun is shining. There is a crisp fall breeze. And groups of runners 
are crossing the crest of a hill outlined by fall foliage. Young voices are yelling “Go 
Lawrence! You can do it Sakura! Yeah, Cenzo Go!”

That was the scene on Wednesday at the Annual 5-8 Cross Country Meet at Larz 
Anderson Park. The Lawrence team did a great job and had finishers within the top ten in 7 
of the 8 races. 

But according to Ms. U, the best part of the experience was the sportsmanship and exem-
plary behavior displayed by the Lawrence school athletes (even teachers and coaches from the 
other schools commended Lawrence participants for their conduct and overall team spirit). 

A huge “shout-out” goes to the administration 
and the P.E. team for their support, as well as Ms U’s 
coaching colleagues Ted Vrountas and Kirk Ahrens for 
their immense efforts.

Amos A. Lawrence School • Rick Rogers, Principal • Monica Crowley, Vice Principal 
617-879-43OO

“OnYour Mark, Get Ready, Get Set, Go!”

oin the Lawrence Community in the Small Gym after school on Friday, October 22nd 
for the annual Japanese Food Fair. Parents are welcome too! Enjoy the sushi, rice balls, 
delicious desserts, and more. For more information, please contact Kazuyo Matsui 

(hkkn@ii.e-mansion.com) or Mika Yamada (mikayamada@hotmail.com).

Japanese Food Fair is Here! Meetings and Resources 

Bullying Prevention  
and Intervention Master Plan 
Task Force

Superintendent Lupini is seeking 
volunteers to serve on the Bullying 
Prevention and Intervention Master 
Plan Task Force. The district task 
force will be comprised of parents, 
teachers, and students from each 
school, along with law enforcement 
and a SEPAC member. The group 
will be charged with summarizing 
public comment made to the “draft” 
master plan, and making recom-
mendations to the Superintendent. 
The public comment period is 
tentatively scheduled to be October 
29-November 17. The Task Force 
will then have until December 8th 
to complete their work. Interested 
parties should submit their names via 
email to Janice McHugh, Executive 
Assistant to the Superintendent 
at (janice_mchugh@brookline.k12.
ma.us), or call the Superintentdent’s 
office 617-730-2401 for more infor-
mation.
The district task force is sepa-
rate from our own school’s “The 
Lawrence Safe, Just, and Caring, 
Community Task Force”, which sur-
veys current practices, reviews social 
competency or social-emotional 
learning programs, and makes recom-
mendations for training and imple-
mentation that match the vision, and 
needs of Lawrence School.

5th Grade 
Girls 
Maddie Nagler (2nd ), Livia 
Van Aarsen (4th), Sara 
McLauglin (6th), Momoko 
Seto (9th); Casey McNamara 
(11th), Melissa Bu, Sonia 
Wiecek, Becky Shapiro, Megumi 
Shimada, Yume Yokota, Melody 
Zhou, Sophie Morganstern, 
Isobel Souza, Eva Blaschevici, 
Xiaojie Zhu, Caroline Liu.  
Boys 
Takuma Miyamura (5th), 
David Saturno (6th), Henry 
O’Brien (9th), Gabriel Sherman 
(13th); Jackson Luster, Jacob 
Zachary-Flanders, Kartik 

Jayachandran, Benji Bromberg, 
Goma Nozawa, Ethan 
Brownell, Nicolas Partan.

6th Grade 
Girls 
Rachel Eber, Macarena 
Gojardo, Nelly Lin-
Schweitzer, Moe Wakai.  
Boys 
Cenzo Saturno (3rd), Zach 
Knopf (7th), Koya Matsui 
(12th), Shoei Aida (14th), 
Omar Ghafour,  
William Torous.

7th Grade 
Girls 
Sakura Seto (2nd), Marina 

Wynne (3rd) Rae Swardstrom 
(7th), June Sass.  
Boys 
John Elcock (1st), Edward 
Hardebeck (2nd), Zach 
Leonard (5th) Sasha Partan 
(10th), Peter Fletcher, Andy 
Hoff, Liam O’Brien.

8th Grade 
Girls 
Sara Luster  (3rd) Akane 
Wakai (4th) Ishi Aron (5th) 
Kako Yamada (9th). 
Boys 
Devyn Perkins (6th), 
Emmanuel D’Agostino (9th), 
Connor Powers (11th).

P

J


