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e’d like to acknowledge the organizers of the last two 
PTO events of the year. Thank you to Vicky Skoler 
and Melanie Marcus for organizing a truly lovely 

reception in honor of Rusty Browder. Thanks also to everyone 
who came to help send Rusty off in style. We wish Rusty all 
the best in this next phase of her life!

As of our print deadline, the Spring Picnic has not yet 
happened, but we’d like to thank Nancy Gerber and Jen 
Mahoney in advance, as well as the many volunteers and bak-
ers who pitched in. We’re certain that a good time was had by 
all!

New Librarian Appointed 
I am pleased to announce the appoint-

ment of Kathleen Moriarty as our new 
Library Media Specialist. Kathy brings 
eight years’ experience as a Librarian in 
Chelsea, serving 2,000 students in a four-
school complex that shares one library. 
Kathy began her career teaching middle 
school English for nine years. She then 
worked as a trainer for the Institute for 
Community Inclusion for four years before 
becoming a librarian. Kathy holds a B.A. in 
English from Wellesley College, an M.Ed. 
in Secondary Education from Emmanuel 
College, and an M.L.S. from Simmons 
College. She has a proven track record of 
collaborating with teachers and specialists 
and of promoting literacy in her school 
community. I believe her extensive experi-
ence, her work ethic, and her dispositon 
make her a strong match for our commu-
nity. Kathy is also an alumna of Lawrence 
School. We are pleased to welcome her 
back!

Grade 2 Teacher: We have begun the 
screening process for the anticipated vacan-
cy created by Jill Demsey’s expected move 
to Literacy Specialist.

Next Year’s Class Assignments
Class assignments will be mailed out 

the week of July 9th. Should you have 
questions or concerns, I am the primary 
contact during the summer. 

End-of-Year Thanks 
Lawrence School is fortunate to enjoy 

the generous support and active involve-
ment of our parents and families. I would 
like to offer some words of appreciation, 
beginning with the Lawrence PTO as a 
whole—the organization that sponsors 
the many family events that strengthen 
the sense of community in our school, 
provides financial and program support, 
and convenes meetings on topics of inter-
est to parents. In particular, I would like 
to thank PTO Co-Presidents Jessica 
Eber and Pearl Singhakowinta for their 
active, visible leadership. They have set a 
welcoming, inclusive tone while working 
tirelessly on behalf of this school. Pearl is 
stepping down after two years in the posi-
tion. I also want to acknowledge long-time 
PTO Treasurer Nancy Turnbull who 
will be stepping down after several years 
of devoted service in this important role. 
Nancy’s daughter is moving on to high 

Calendar

email your stories by friday 4 p.m. to newsletter@lawrencePTO.org 
To download a copy of this newsletter go to www.lawrencePTO.weebly.com

t
h
e

A newsletter      from the Lawrence School Parent-Teacher Organization

June 12, 2O12

p a p e r
 Principal’s  Corner

continued on the next page....

12  June (Tuesday) 
Spring Picnic Rain Date

14  June (Thursday) 
8th Grade Graduation 
6 pm auditorium

18  June (Monday) 
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
Noon dismissal 
Gr 6–8 Report Cards

Please note that the 
last day of school, 
Monday, June 18, is an 
early dismissal day! 
Students will be dis-
missed at noon, and no 
lunch will be served.

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
individual authors only and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Lawrence PTO or Lawrence School.
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Last—but Certainly Not Least



 school. Special thanks to Kelly Hardebeck and our incredible 
Newsletter Team who produced the PTO Paper every week 
all year. Watch for our newly updated website as we go paper-
less next year.

Thank you to the Lawrence Special Activities Board led 
by Joanne Liautaud. LSA makes a valuable contribution to 
our school community by providing a wide variety of popular 
after-school enrichment activities and making a significant 
financial contribution to the PTO each year.

Thank you to School Council parent members Jessica 
Eber (PTO), Joanna Lieberman, Jan Nagler, Laura 
O’Brien, and Anne Turner, who have met monthly all year 
to offer advice and feedback on school improvement work. 
Watch for our updated School Improvement Plan next year.

Thank you to our Brookline Education Foundation 
Board Members Grady Clouse, Joanne Liautaud, and Kate 
Silbaugh, for their work on behalf of the BEF and its mis-
sion to support and promote professional learning for teach-
ers. A BEF grant will fund a Habits of Mind study group at 
Lawrence next year.

I want to express my continued respect and admira-
tion for the Lawrence Faculty whose exceptional work is 
what makes this school such a vibrant and caring learning 
community. Thank you to our Secretary Vikki Castellano, 
whose organizational skills and prompt attention to detail 

have enhanced our school office. Thank you to School Nurse 
Karen Miller, who plays such an active role in supporting 
children every day, while attending to an endless stream of 
scrapes, injuries, and illnesses real and imagined.

Thank you to our departing long-term substitutes for 
their excellent work covering extended leaves of absence this 
year. P.E. Teacher Scott Heinze will be teaching in Lexington 
next year (Judith Ellis returns). World Language teachers 
Rebecca Backmender and Esther Morales will be teaching 
at Pierce and Devotion respectively (Rachel Katzmann and 
Julianne Madrid-Kolb return).

Leading a PK–8 school of 640 students takes a team. I 
want to express my appreciation to our Administrative Team. 
Thank you to Guidance Counselors Holly Corcoran and 
Shaina Martinez for their skillful and supportive work with 
students, families, and staff. Thank you to Evaluation Team 
Facilitator Amy Nevis for her continued wise leadership of 
our school’s special education team. Finally, my thanks to 
Vice Principal Monica Crowley, whose leadership, compas-
sion, positive energy, and commitment to students enrich our 
school. I am pleased to share the leadership of this school with 
her.

My very best wishes for summer. May you and your family 
find your desired mix of adventure, rest, and relaxation. I look 
forward to seeing you in September!

—Rick Rogers
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Thanks for a Great Year!
he PTO would like to thank all of the many event orga-
nizers and volunteers who helped to bring our commu-
nity together this year. We are especially grateful to Pearl 

Singhakowinta, who is stepping down after two years as PTO 
co-president, and Nancy Turnbull, our treasurer for many 
years. Both women have made an immeasurable contribu-
tion to Lawrence School. We will miss them, and wish them 
the best of luck. Thanks also to Pamela Iguchi, who will step 

down as Vice President but remain on the PTO Board; Jen 
Mahoney, who is stepping down from her role as Secretary; 
and “graduating” Board member Kate Shea. Your wisdom, 
energy, and enthusiasm helped to make this year memorable. 
Finally, to all of our students, parents, teachers, and staff: 
thank you for being active participants in this wonderful, 
vibrant Lawrence School community. Congratulations to our 
graduates. Have a wonderful summer!
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James Anderson
Jessie Arias 
Jossie Arias
Odara Avalos
Nicholas Boutourline
Francesca Caramazza
John Carr
Jory Cherry
Alexander Chin
Annie Dobroth
John Elcock
Elijah Elmore

Yeu Fang
Peter Fletcher
Flavia Freitas
Ana Rose Gelwan
Benjamin Gilman
Aaron Grella
Edward Hardebeck
Andrew Hoff
Maya Jakubowski
Zachary Leonard
Jesse Leung
Colin Long

Jose Merida
Matthew Morgan
Max Morganstern
Amber Murphy
Helen Murray
Emily Nayyer
Kazuto Nishimori
Liana Nudelman
Liam O’Brien
Alexander Partan
Monet Penna
Hanna Polyak

Anna Prelack
Mairin Quillen
Brianna Rutty
June Sass
Isabela Schettino
Julia Shea
Jan Simonds
Samuel Skoler
Simone St. Pierre
Vera Swardstrom
Jared Swartz
Alicia Tacoronte

Maya Teich
Danielle Vishlitzky
Camille Whyte
Ronique Williams
Marina Wynne

The whole of the Lawrence School community joins in congratulating this year’s graduates:

Best of luck in high school and beyond!
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The new, annotated Brookline Public School Summer Reading 2012 
grade-level lists have been provided to each student, full of excellent suggestions 
in different genres to inspire delicious hours of reading. We sincerely hope you 
will enjoy your reading, and do lots of it! All the lists are available online at 
https://sites.google.com/site/lawrencesummerreading/

Lawrence School has these expectations about summer reading:
  • That families will include pleasure reading among their regular activities.
  •  That each student will set a personal goal for summer reading (to read 

a favorite author’s books, to try a new genre, to read a certain number of 
pages, to read the same books as a friend and discuss them, to seek recom-
mendations from friends and family, to start a book club, to write a book 
letter to a grandparent).

  •  That students will read or listen to five or more books, not limited to 
Brookline’s lists (read widely, choosing as you go!).

  •  That students will keep a reading log to share with their fall teacher.
  •  That students will read or listen to the grade-level book specified below.

Local bookstores and public libraries are wonderful resources for summer 
reading. Brookline Booksmith in Coolidge Corner and The Children’s Book 
Shop in Brookline Village, along with our public libraries, have copies of our 
recommended lists and welcome your patronage. The Brookline Public Library 
offers students an online reading log to make it easy to keep track of books 
read. Visit its home page to locate more information about its Dream Big, Read  
summer reading programs and events for children and for teens at  
http://www.brooklinelibrary.org/ 

Enjoy good books this summer!

Lawrence Summer Reading 2012

Allison Estell
Eugenia Edge-O’Leary
Marc Grella
Pamela Iguchi
Kay Kobayashi
Angela Lee
Jamie Lee
Carrie Leung

Mimi Levine
Susie Levine
Lily Lien
Melanie Marcus
Melissa Mills
Misao Nakazaki
Keiko Noda
Fumiko Obayashi

Dieu-Tuong Pho
Tam Sitkoff
Vicki Skoler
Fumiko Ueno
Nagmeh Varesteh
Lisa Viola
Joanna Watson
Loren Watson

If you have not been receiving emails from 
president@lawrencepto.org, this means we do 
not have your current contact information 
and will not be able to communicate with 
you next year, when all PTO communica-
tions will go digital. (Not sure if you’re on 
our radar? Email us!) Please make sure we 
know where to find you!

Last Call for Email Updates

n the 5/29 newsletter article about the 
Japanese Fun Fair and the Lawrence 
table at the Brookline Sakura Matsuri, 

the proceeds from the events were inad-
vertently reversed. The Japanese Fun Fair 
raised $2,118 for the Lawrence PTO, and 
the Lawrence table at the Brookline Sakura 
Matsuri raised $107 for the Japan Disaster 
Relief Fund. Many thanks to Fun Fair orga-
nizer Misao Nakazaki, and all of the volun-
teers. We look forward to the next Japanese 
Fun Fair!

Oops!

Lawrence School Garden Volunteers  
Needed!

Lawrence Families: The exciting time of 
planting has already begun for our school 
garden! With the summer vacation coming 
up, the Lawrence green team is again seek-
ing volunteers to help water and care for 
the garden, located adjacent to the mural 
and the circle garden. This garden is linked 
to Brookline’s science curriculum and sup-
portive of earth science, life science, and 
environmental studies. If you are looking 
for a fun family activity this summer, con-
sider signing up for a week of gardening. 
The time commitment is small, and we 
will provide you with all the expertise you 
need! Please contact Kathleen Scanlon at:  
kathleenmscanlon@gmail.com for more 
details.

I

Thank you to all those volunteers who have so ably assisted in the library 
over the years!  —Rusty Browder

Lawrence School Recommended Reading for students entering:
 Grade K: any book by Eric Carle
 Grade 1 Wemberly Worried, by Kevin Henkes
 Grade 2 Henry and Mudge: The First Book, by Cynthia Rylant

Lawrence School Required Reading for students entering:
 Grade 3 Ruby Lu, Brave and True, by Lenore Look
 Grade 4 The World According to Humphrey, by Betty G. Birney
 Grade 5 The Trumpet of the Swan, by E. B. White
 Grade 6 The Breadwinner, by Deborah Ellis
 Grade 7 Tangerine, by Edward Bloor
 Grade 8 The Schwa Was Here, by Neal Shusterman
  For those students entering BHS: Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury


