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Going Out of Your Way

By Jeremy Ward

  As my plane finally touched down at Kansai airport in Osaka, I could hardly believe that my journey was about to begin. For weeks I had worried about this trip. What if l forgot a present for someone? What if I forgot someone's name? What about the food? What if I got lost? What if I did something to offend my host's culture? I had never been to Asia. The last thing I wanted to do was offend anyone.

  As I got off of the plane I followed the herd of passengers to immigration and then to the baggage claim. As I passed through the gate into the terminal I looked up and immediately saw a familiar face. It was the mother of Takahiro, one of my students from the previous school year. No sooner had I seen her than along came Takahiro himself as well as Yuki, another former student from the previous year, and his mother. This was amazing. I've only been in Japan for twenty minutes and I’m already seeing familiar faces!

  The family I was to stay with my first night in Japan, the Kamaes, was not supposed to be at the airport. There was supposed to be a taxi picking me up. In fact, I had been preparing myself to muddle through a rough conversation with this taxi driver. Before this anxiety could get a foothold in my brain I looked up, only to see a woman holding a picture of me, asking me, "Mr. Ward?" I was a little stunned. In addition to the families I’d already seen, Mr. and Mrs. Kamae had come to the airport to pick me up. I was so relieved. They then helped me buy my J-Rail pass, pick my seat on the train so I would be able to see Mount Fuji, and drove me the two hours to their country house.

  This would show itself to be the norm: people going out of their way for me. Throughout my 9-day adventure, I would be overwhelmed with how welcoming everyone was that I came in contact with. Everyone who helped me out while I was on my trip made it an absolutely incredible experience, one I will never forget. 

(You can see more pictures on the website: http://lawrence.brookline.k12.ma.us/directory/Ward/japan/index.html)





     (2004 The Clocktower Chronicle)
Mr. Ward Travels, To Japan!

By Shaakirah Jardine and Tessa Rutledge

As many people know, third grade teacher, Mr. Ward traveled to Japan in November- His trip was sponsored by SET-J (Send Educators To Japan) program. We spoke with him before he left and then again when he returned.

Before trip:

Q: Why does the SET-J send teachers to Japan?

A: "So teachers have a better understanding of the Japanese culture, since many of the Lawrence School students are from Japan. Actually, almost a third of my class is Japanese."

Q: What do you expect to see and do in Japan?

A: "Well I'm visiting Tokyo, Kyoto, Hiroshima, and four schools. I'll also be sight-seeing and donating a thousand cranes to the Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima." 

Q: What are you looking forward to the most?

A: "Experiencing the difference between the Japanese culture and ours."

Q: Are you going to meet anyone in Japan?

A: "I'm going to meet families of former students, and a current student's grandfather for dinner."

Q: Do you expect to learn anything new in Japan?

A: "ABSOLUTELY, A TON !!!!!"

After trip:

Q: What did you see in Japan? How was it?

A: "I saw several temples, and shrines that were historically famous, including the Golden Temple. I also visited four elementary schools, both private and public."

Q: What did you enjoy the most?

A: "I enjoyed visiting the schools the most, because it was cool to see the similarities and differences between Japanese schools and Lawrence School. When I went to visit the school, I felt like a superstar, because the kids at the schools kept chasing me and kept asking me for an autograph!"

Q: How were your visits to the families of former students and your student's grandfather?

A: "My former students were really tall, they had changed a lot! The families in Japan made me feel very welcome."

Q: What new things did you learn in Japan?
A: "I learned a lot about Hiroshima, where the first Atomic Bomb was dropped by Americans."

