Corrected 2/7/2012

Lawrence School

School Council

MINUTES

January 10, 2012
Members Present:  Rusty Browder, Monica Crowley, Jessica Eber, Leslie Fagen, Sharon Kiernan, Joanna Lieberman, Jan Nagler, Laura O’Brien, Rick Rogers, Anne Turner

Public Comment

No members of the public in attendance.

Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Sharon Kiernan, seconded by Anne Turner, the Council voted to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2011 meeting.

Continued Subcommittee Work
Safe, Just and Caring Community 
1. Subcommittee members reviewed pages 7 and 14 from the Lawrence survey in order to review the primary areas of...

· Where student are being picked on or hurt

· Reasons students are being picked on or hurt

· Steps Lawrence can take to improve school climate according to students and parents

· Steps Lawrence can take to address bullying according to students and parents

2.  Steps that school is currently taking to improve climate and address bullying

· Implementing advisory in grades 6-8 using Developmental Desings
· Implementing Responsive Classroom in some K-5 classrooms with more teachers being trained over the next 2 years

· Lawrence faculty and staff will be incorporating the Olweus Anti-Bullying and Prevention program into their curriculum next year (Monica Crowley will be one of the trainers for Lawrence School after being trained in Olweus at the end of January.)

3.  Communication/Parent Education

· Rick has written a recent column explaining Responsive classroom
· Monica has written a column to come out January 17 about Developmental Designs
· The March PTO meeting will be used for an Anti-Bullying/Intervention evening for parents with the goals of...



Part I



Updating parents on anti-bullying law



Who to talk at school if they have bullying concerns



The difference between conflict and bullying 



(refer to chart Monica shared last meeting)



Part II



K-5 Parents participate in morning meeting to learn part of the Responsive 




Classroom structure



6-8 Parents participate in Circle of Power and Respect to learn about 




Developmental Designs structure


Part III


Time for general questions and/or parents to gather and talk with each other

4.  Next Steps:

· Monica will present March meeting agenda for group to review

· Ryan will provide an updated website template

· Members are gathering information they feel would be helpful to have on school or PTO website that inform or provide resources for families about bullying and cyber bullying (e.g. Origins.org/Brookline Mental Health Center/ www.B-PEN.org/Conflict vs. Bullying Chart/Books)
Habits of Mind  
Amy Martin, Director of Program Review and Grants, joined the subcommittee and presented an overview of district work on 21st Century Skills. Amy explained the work was directly linked to the mission of the Public Schools of Brookline:

“Our mission is to ensure that every student develops the skills and knowledge to pursue a productive and fulfilling lift, to participate thoughtfully in a democracy, and succeed in a diverse and global society.”   
As well as Goal 3 of PSB’s Strategic Plan:

“To prepare students with the intellectual, interpersonal and reflective skills needed to thrive in an increasingly complex and diverse global society.” 

She is working with a district-level study group comprised of  ECS Coordinator Mies Boet-Whitaker, Science Coordinator Janet MacNeil and Social Studies Coordinator Geoff Tegnell.  They began by developing a list of “Essential Skills and Interdisciplinary Themes for 21st Century Learners.”   The focus was on learner expectations, rather than learning expectations. 

After a preliminary presentation to the School Committee’s Curriculum Subcommittee, the group was advised to focus their next level of work on the essential skills.   A separate section on Information and Technology Skills was dropped as it was felt these skills should be embedded in the others. 

The work with essential skills has included beginning to identify what each looks like within three stages: 

· Awareness/Beginning Articulation (often PK-4)

· Practicing/Applying/Demonstrating (often Gr. 2-8)

· Mastering (often Gr. 7)

These skills will be described globally, not by curriculum area.  According to Amy, much of the literature does not describe what these look like at various levels. 
Among the essential skills are:
· Active Learning Skills

· Creativity & Innovation Skills

· Critical Thinking Skills

· Communication and Collaboration Skills

· Personal and Interpersonal Skills

· Understanding and monitoring one’s learning

· Adaptability skills
· Initiative and self-direction skills

· Social and cross-cultural skills

· Productivity and accountability skills

· Leadership and responsibility skills 
Next steps for the district study group are to complete their work on the continuum of skills and get feedback from all the coordinators.  BHS needs to be included in this work. 
Discussion followed.  Questions and observations included:

· Possible links of this work to Responsive Classroom & Developmental Designs

· Possible links of this work to Landmark 

· Assessment:  How will we measure/know that skills have been mastered?

· Overlap with K-3 ECS curriculum that introduced critical and creative thinking skills and seeks to make them explicit

In thinking about habits of mind, Amy encouraged our group to be explicit in identifying discreet skills that help become a “habit.”  Amy suggested it would be more powerful to identify these skills and strategies that are needed for a particular habit. For example, “persistence” may mean something different to different people, but identifying the skills that make up persistence can be more meaningful.  
Next Steps for Our Group

· Consider which habits of mind we might want to focus on initially

· Develop a survey/assessment to find out where in the school these habits of mind are being taught or emphasized 
Next School Council Meeting: Tuesday, February 7, 2012 – 8:00 am
