Lawrence School

School Council

MINUTES

April 10, 2012
Members Present:  Rusty Browder, Monica Crowley, Jessica Eber, Ryan Keser, Sharon Kiernan, Joanna Lieberman, Jan Nagler, Laura O’Brien, Rick Rogers, Anne Turner

Public Comment

No members of the public in attendance.

Approval of Minutes
On a motion by Anne Turner, seconded by Joanna Lieberman, the Council voted to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2012 meeting.
Parent Representative Election Process

Rick reminded members of the election process established by the PTO for parent representatives on School Council.   There are two seats open this year as Jan Nagler and Anne Turner come to the end of their two-year terms.  Statements are due by May 4th.  Candidates appear at the May 8 PTO meeting. Voting will occur May 14-18.    The Principal’s Corner in the April 10 edition of the PTO Paper described the work of School Council and invited parents to consider serving. 

Feedback on April 3 Habits of Mind PTO Meeting

Members who attended the PTO Meeting were asked for feedback.  Comments included:

· There was an overall positive response to the interactive format in which four habits at a time were presented and then participants had time to discuss with a partner.   

· While the turnout (13 parents) was lighter than the March meeting on bullying (40), there were several parents who don’t typically attend PTO meetings in attendance. They were interested in the topic and appreciated the format.   The presentation will be repeated at the May Principal’s Forum, so another group of parents will be reached. 

· A suggestion was made to add a column to the survey asking parents to give examples of how they address habits of mind at home.

· Another suggestion to give examples from teachers.  This will be part of the study group’s work next year. 

· Overall, council members felt we had accomplished our goal to involve parents in learning about the language and thinking behind two initiatives at school this year. 
Review of School Improvement Plan

Rick provided council members with a document listing the action steps and indicators of progress/success for each goal in the school improvement plan. The remainder of the meeting was devoted to reviewing progress on these action steps and discussing proposed revisions to some actions steps and elimination of some others.   Rick will distribute updated language to members prior to the next meeting. 
Next School Council Meeting: Tuesday, May 1st, 2012 – 8:00 am
Other Meetings of Note:

· Principal’s Forum: Habits of Mind Survey and Discussion – Thursday, May 17 – 8:00 am
